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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS: 

 

Varroa Treatment at Dounhurst  - Sundays 2:30pm 
7th September 

14th September 

21st September 

 

Further dates for meetings to be advised. 

 

Please check your emails regularly for notification of meetings for the remainder of the 

season. 

 

WGBKA End of Season Supper  -  15th November (details in next newsletter) 

 

BIBBA / SICAMM Conference  -  26th - 28th September 

 

Autumn Countryside Show  -  11th & 12th October 

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum  -  www.wealddown.co.uk  

 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

http://www.wealddown.co.uk
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Last month I wrote that I was off to Gormanston, which I have to say 

was much better than I originally anticipated.  This just shows that pre - 

judging something based on what is written down is not always the best 

approach. 

 

I think I can honestly say that I enjoyed all the lectures I attended and 

there wasn't one I would have been happy to miss.  The company as 

always was very good and with a large gathering like that it is much 

easier to choose those you would rather spend time with. 

 

I gave my standard lecture "A New Approach" that is based on the system of four honey producing 

colonies that is backed up by a support colony.  This one always goes down well and it's amazing 

the number of people who speak to me afterwards and say how simple it is - why isn't it standard 

practice?  It has worked well at Dounhurst again this year.  I also gave a new lecture "Dave Cush-

man - A man and his Website" that I was asked to present for the Dave Cushman Memorial Lec-

ture.  This was the first time I had given it and I ran overtime by some distance, but it was appreci-

ated my many.  The questions came thick and fast and I spent a lot of time answering questions 

throughout the rest of the week  One unfortunate thing was that I was approached by a very well 

known English beekeeper the following day in the coffee queue who accused me of "slagging off 

Dave Cushman"!  I asked her what she meant and her response was something like "I don't know, 

I wasn't there, but I was told you did!".  There were a couple of people close by who I knew were 

at the lecture and I asked them if the comment was justified.  They both knew Dave Cushman and 

said I had given a well balanced lecture and they didn't see a problem.  The accuser wouldn't ac-

cept their view and there were unfortunately mutterings for the rest of the week.  I spoke to 10-12 

others and they didn't think the accusations were justified either.  Why do a certain group of people 

have to spend so much time making mischief? 

 

Some time ago I mentioned that our newsletter is read online by others and I named someone who 

lives in Cheshire.  Whilst at Gormanston the same person told me that our June newsletter wasn't 

on our website yet!  We survive on volunteers who have other things to do as well as beekeeping, 

so the timing may be a little variable, but it was sorted when I came back.  One has to admire the 

desire to read our newsletter from 200 miles away, so keep going Marshall Pugh - perhaps we 

should invite you to become an Associate Member!  That's twice I've mentioned you now, so it 

must be worth a beer! 

 

As indicated last month I went to Dyrham Park in Bath to look at 3 colonies in the house.  It wasn't 

quite as I expected.  There is a two year project to replace/repair the roof, costing around £3.5m.  

There needs to be scaffolding and a cover over the house for all that time.  There are three colonies 

of bees that apparently several local beekeepers had said couldn't be moved, so would have to be 

destroyed.  One was somewhere in a narrow chimney flue and I think impossible to remove.  De-

pending on the height of the scaffolding I thought an alternative entrance might be able to be set 

up.  One was in a cavity wall with the bees gaining access through a gap in the mortar where a 

window had been blocked up, perhaps 150+ years ago.  This I thought could be saved by rearrang-

ing the scaffolding so the bees could fly out without causing problems to the workforce.  The third 

colony was in an urn on the top of the building.  I looked at the construction and it appeared to be 

in three pieces.  My guess was it was locked together with some sort of location pegs.   

Nell and friend 
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The site Maintenance Manager said he thought that although the urn was probably 3-400 years old 

he may be able to locate drawings.  My hunch is this colony can be saved.  I didn't get paid any-

thing, not even something in my tank, but it doesn't bother me.  I think there is a possibility that all 

three colonies can be saved, although perhaps two of them will collapse with varroa. 

 

There is a page on Dave Cushman's website about sulphur fumigation candles.  I know little about 

them so have put a note to the effect in a different colour text on the page so it is easy for visitors 

to see.  You know what's coming, don't you?  Well here it is, an email.........." I have a bee problem 

in the roof of my house in Panama!  They have gotten in the eve of my 2 story home in Panama.  

Will the vapors form the sulphur kill African bees also?  All is cement, tile & Steel?  We have al-

ready sprayed gasoline on them from a distance but they are not gone!  This was in June we will 

return in November need to get rid of them?  Thank you Russell Free".  O.K. so you know my 

sense of humour.  I think we should have a competition on what my response should have been.  

Can you please send your contribution to Caroline before the 25th of September?  They will all be 

published in the October newsletter.  The judges will be Gordon Allan, Maggie Turner and Nell.  

Go on - give it a go!  I keep telling you Beekeeping is Fun! 

 

Now back to serious beekeeping.  At the recent extracting session there was a lot going on and 

those who turned up learnt a lot.  Tom gave a demonstration on the use of the refractometer,  

which is a useful piece of kit we all need now if we wish to sell honey.  I was uncapping frames 

for most of the time and when you do a lot you can notice minor changes in the character of 

frames.  A few sealed frames were very easy to uncap, yet others were rather difficult, with the 

honey obviously very dense.  I asked Tom to check and he measured honey in some frames at 

around 19.5% water and others at about 16.5%.  The former was within shouting distance of being 

illegal to sell.  It was the same instrument for both samples.  This shows that it pays to observe 

what is happening and check if you have any doubt.  

 

 
Roger 
 

 

26 - 28 September 2014 
 

Programme: www.bibba.com/conference_2014.php 

 

Book now: http://goo.gl/uCBLf8 

http://goo.gl/uCBLf8
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WGBKA at CRANLEIGH SHOW – 2nd August 2014 

 

Cranleigh, our biggest show of the year.  Things did not start well.   A new regime insisting that 

cars must be cleared from the site by 7.50 a.m. for an 8.00 start.  The bees at Dounhurst deciding 

that they did not wish to appear at the show this year and determined to sting their way out of it.  A 

very mixed weather forecast raising memories of the mud soup of a couple of years ago.  It didn’t 

bode well! 

 

Luckily, Martin and Daisy persevered with the bees, and a short while after the opening of the 

show the observation hives arrived.  They had to be carried in, but as most visitors did not take 

advantage of the earlier opening time, nobody missed out. 

 

We were in a different place this time – a plot near 

the entrance (and also nearer the toilets than we 

might have liked), but rather side-lined we felt, 

and the whole layout of the show lacked focus and 

flow.  However, people found us, and as always, 

the bees were a great attraction.  In spite of the 

weather forecast we had a lovely sunny day with 

just one shower that didn’t last. 

 

It seemed that most people had seen the “Hive 

Alive” programmes on television and there was 

the usual interest that we find at Cranleigh, with 

many children knowing a lot more about bees than their parents did.  Several budding beekeepers 

were made aware of our Beginners Day on March 7th 2015. 

 

Mike did a great job as always setting up the 

stand, with Graham and Sue dealing with the in-

formative materials.  Derek and Liz Ready sold 

honey from the divisional apiary along with some 

other hive products (and Liz provided the pic-

tures) while Martin helped Roger find the elusive 

queens (see pic).  Altogether it was a great joint 

effort – thanks to everyone who participated, and 

to Nell for keeping us all in order. 

 

Gordon. 

 

 

 

 

Due to other editorial commitments, there will be no article this month.  Apologies to my avid 

readers, normal service will be resumed in next month’s edition.  Caroline. 
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Important notice for any members intending to take modules on 8th November 2014. 

 

To date we have not received any applications for the BBKA November modules.    

 

All applications should be with us by 23rd September (remember to enclose your cheque).   
 

The BBKA closing date is 30th September. 

 

Roger & Marion Brooks, 

WSBKA Exam Secs. 

 

 

Congratulations to Anne Dennig for passing the BBKA Basic Assessment 

which she took in Worthing at the end of July. 

 

Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisborough Green Honey Show 25th August 2014  -  A review by the Honey Show Secretary. 

Photographs provided by Graeme Hodge. 

The rain in Spain falls mainly in the plains, but on August Bank Holiday Monday it absolutely 

bucketed with rain in Wisborough Green!  In the past few years we may have had a brief spell of 

rain on the day of the show, but the weather has always cleared early in the morning; so our luck 

was bound to run out at some point! 

 

The day prior to the show is always a busy one for me and includes two trips to Wisborough Green 

to ensure the marquee is ready for the big day.  With the help of Graham Elliott, all the tables were 

set out in the morning.  This involved covering them in banqueting roll, placing the staging for the 

honey classes and ensuring the Class Numbers and Information Cards were in position.  As the 

BBC was forecasting rain and wind, we were careful to leave a suitable distance between the side 

of the marquee and the tables to avoid anything getting wet.  ‘That’ll be safe’ I thought.  I returned 

late in the afternoon with Mike Bunyan, to attach our banners to the side of the marquee.  Our cor-

ner of the marquee looked impressive.  ‘Great’ I thought, everything was ready for the show, and 

we would have a nice calm start when the first exhibitors arrived at 08:30 the following morning (I 

did have my fingers crossed behind my back at the time!). 
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I went home to finish all the necessary paperwork and prepare my own exhibits (now what could I 

rustle up in the way of entries.............?!).  This year I decided not to repeat my sweet making ex-

perience of the past two years, and left the late night confectionary making to Judy. 

 

The heavy rain started at 1am, exactly when the BBC had forecasted it would.  

 

I arrived at Wisborough Green 8am Monday morning.  It was still raining.  Steve Boyce greeted 

me at the marquee with some bad news; the roof of the marquee was leaking in several places, and 

most of these were directly above our tables!  Everything was looking rather soggy.  There was no 

way we could display exhibits in these conditions.  Graham arrived; fortunately the banqueting roll 

was still in his car from yesterday.  There was only one thing we could do; remove everything 

from the tables, move the tables forward to avoid the worst of the drips, wipe the whole lot dry, 

and start again.  Luckily I had packed plenty of kitchen roll!  As we began to undo all our previous 

day’s work, Chris Edwards arrived early with his exhibit, quickly followed by Mike, and all of us 

were soon knee deep in soggy banqueting roll.  With a huge team effort we were ready and able to 

place exhibits soon after 8:30.  We were still getting dripped on but the majority of the drips were 

missing the tables.  Everything felt very damp! 

 

As usual, Monday was a long day for all the helpers and did not end until all the exhibits had been 

cleared at 5:30pm.  I have to thank everyone involved for their support and willingness to help 

when asked, and for staying cheerful on such a horrible wet day.  Graham Elliott and Steve Boyce 

had a tiring day on their feet acting as stewards, helping members to stage their exhibits and then 

accompanying the judge.  Sue Elliott helped with the administration during the judging, managing 

to neatly write the prize cards despite cold fingers and the odd rain drop.  Mike was there all after-

noon and at the end helped clear away.  He also lent me his large umbrella so I could retrieve my 

car from the other side of the village green! 

 

There were the late comers and last minute 

changes, with members not able to prepare their 

exhibits in time (or forgetting to bring them).  

Some members changed or withdrew their ex-

hibits without informing me; causing confusion 

just as the judging was about to start.  Fortu-

nately, the two stewards were experienced and 

the queries were soon resolved.  Next year, 

please allow yourself sufficient time to place 

your exhibits on the tables and keep a record of 

your entry form so you can check what you are 

bringing with you. 

 

Roger braved the elements and managed to get bees for 

the observation hive.  The bees probably weren’t im-

pressed at being disturbed on such a wet day, and Roger 

wasn’t impressed at getting wet for a second time when 

he took them back to their hive at the end of the day.  

Not surprisingly, a consequence of the poor weather 

meant that visitor numbers to the marquee were down 

considerably to what we usually see, and the bees did 

not have many admirers this year.  Nell wasn’t im-

pressed with the conditions either.  The upside is that, 

unlike last year, we weren’t troubled by wasps! 
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Derek Ready was selling the division’s honey alongside his own hive products.  Despite the low 

number of visitors he managed to sell a reasonable amount of honey, the proceeds of which go to 

the apiary to funds.  His own fudge proved popular (I can recommend the honey and ginger vari-

ety). 

 

There were 20 exhibitors (three down on last year) and 109 entries (four up on last year), which 

was impressive considering many members had only just extracted this season’s honey.  The 

‘Honey for Comment’ Class attracted 11 entries and was our most popular category this year.  

Many thanks to all those who rallied round and entered honey exhibits, and also to those who 

bumped-up the exhibit numbers in the non-honey classes, including wax exhibits, photos, cakes 

and sweets; to ensure we had another successful Honey Show. 

 

Our judge for the day was David Sandwell, who was impressed with the 

number of exhibits and the way they were displayed.  David stayed long 

after the judging finished to chat to our members about the show in gen-

eral and any specific questions they had about their own exhibits.  This 

year mirrored last year’s show with regard to the light colour of the 

honey on display, with only one entry qualifying for the ‘Dark’ category.  

Another theme this year was the number of entries that didn’t quite meet 

show standard, such as damaged lids and ‘foreign bodies’ in honey.  

David will have noted this on the appropriate entry cards so members 

will be able to learn from this year’s experience and improve their en-

tries next year.  Attention to detail is all that is required, and it may win 

you that coveted first prize.  

 

The judging of the ‘honey for comment’ category 

(class 8 in the schedule) was saved until after lunch, 

enabling members to be present and watch the judge 

at his work.  Once again this proved highly popular, 

with members eager to hear what the judge had to say 

about their own entries and giving them the opportu-

nity to ask specific questions.  We even had a steward 

from the Horticultural Show joining in!  The testing of 

the honey with a refractometer was of great interest, 

especially to those members who hadn’t used one be-

fore.  The entries for this class were placed on a sepa-

rate table, which created more space and enabled 

members to clearly see and hear the judge in action.  This format will be followed in future shows. 

 

David would encourage members to enter exhibits in the County Class of the National Honey 

Show; competition in county classes is less fierce than the rest of the show.  Diana Briault entered 

the National Honey Show for the first time two years ago and survived, so give it a try. 

 

The results tables accompany this newsletter as separate attachments, but special mention and con-

gratulations go to the following two members for their exhibits: 

 

Judy Knight who accumulated 36 points to win the P.N. Burch Cup for most points awarded 

in the show. 

 

Chris Edwards who won the ‘best exhibit in show’ category with his two jars of light honey; 

winning the BBKA Blue Ribbon Award and the George Wakeford Bowl. 
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The cups will be awarded at the annual supper on Saturday 15th November, so make sure you get 

your tickets as soon as they become available to avoid disappointment. 

 

There was no First Prize awarded in the Novice Class and, in accordance with the show rules, the 

Roger Patterson Novice Cup will not be presented this year. 

 

I would like to thank all those who gave up their Bank Holiday Monday to make the day a success, 

especially as some were at the division’s extraction the previous day.  Bank Holiday weekend ...... 

what’s one of those.........?! 

 

The show will again be held on August Bank Holiday Monday next year, so enter it into your dia-

ries now.  Lookout for details of a winter meeting to be scheduled early next year, when David 

Sandwell will be giving a talk about judging honey.  One meeting not to be missed if you intend to 

enter exhibits in future Honey Shows! 

 

Caroline 
 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the October edition no later than the 26th September.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

 

 


